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INDUSTRY, and a PIOUS SUBMISSION, CHARITY, and a STRICT 
CECONOMY, recommended and enforced, as the best means of allevi- 
ating the present distress. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"THAT the few following Pages contain nothing to attract the atten- 


tion of the learned, that they only revive ſentiments, which have been 
often, as well, or better, expreſſed, the Author is perfectly aware. It 
does not follow, however, that trite fentiments, renewed on particular 
occaſions, and under particular circumſtances, may not appear in a 
freſh and more forcible light, and have, to the full, as good an effect 
upon the mind, as any of thoſe novel ideas, which it is a faſhion, per- 
. haps not the leaſt dangerous of the preſent day, to purſue and admire. 
Should the Author, therefore, appear leſs original, than fome of his 
Readers might expect, he does not take much blame to himſelf on this 
account. It is hoped, that this diſcourſe, publiſhed principally with 
a view to give it circulation amongſt thoſe, to whom it was delivered, 
and for whoſe ſpiritual and temporal intereſts, from a ſenſe of gratitude 
and friendſhip, as well as of duty and affection, the Author profeſſes 
the ſincereſt regard, —It is hoped, that by THz, at leaſt, it will be read, 
not only with candour ; but with a ſufficient attention to give it a fair 
chance of influencing the heart; - and ſhould it be the means of making 
one poor Man more patient and happy, one rich Man more frugal and 
benevolent, or one indifferent Man more zealous for his Country's 
good, under the preſſure of the preſent times, the Author will 


feel ample * for all riſk of criticiſm, and think his pains 
well repaid, 


He 
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SHOULD 1 look higher than to you, my dear Sir, for patronage- | 
for this Sermon, on ſubmitting it to the eyes of the world, I ſhould 
neither do it juſtice, nor gratify the ſentiments of my own heart. 
It was written at your requeſt—it was preached to a Congregation, who, 
with one voice, own it to be their greateſt bleſſing, that you have 
preſided over them for almoſt twenty years, and it's object is our 
Country s welfare, and the comfort and relief of the Poor. None 
therefore, but thoſe, who are totally ignorant of your character, can 
ſuppoſe, that it will fail to meet with your approbation and regard, 
THAT it may be the happineſs of your flock, to ſee you 
foon reſtored to your- paſtoral duties, that the numerous . charitable 
Inſtitutions, of which you are a Member, may ſoon have again the 
benefit of your able and active aid, and that I may enjoy to the lateſt 


age . 


2g +» 
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age, that friendſhip, which has, for ſo many Years, had my moſt implicit 
confidence, which has been the ſweetner of my profeſſional labours, 
when, in this populous Pariſh, they have been the moſt fatiguing and 
ſevere, and which has conſtituted no trifling portion of the general 
- comforts of my life, 15 the ſincere and fervent Prayer of 


your faithful and obedient Servant, 
Solo-. are, ds | 
Dec. 18th, 1800, 


The AUTHOR, 


A SERMON, 


SERMON, e. 


FOHN, vi. 3. 


HE SAITH UNTO PHILIP, WHENCE SHALL WE BUY BREAD 
THAT THESE MAY EAT? 


Ir was by the Metciful interpoſition of God, that we firſt breathed 
and lived. It is by the ſame kind and providential care, that we 
enjoy life and breath. He alone gives being. He alone affords what 
is neceſſary to ſuſtain it. By his power the clouds drop rain. By his 
bounty the earth brings forth fruit in it's ſeaſofi. - Not one plant; that is 
planted, not one ſeed, that is ſown, can grow but by his permiſſion, In 
the elegant and emphatical words of the Pſalmiſt, He watereth the 
te hills from his chambers—The earth is ſatisfied with the fruit of his 


« works; 


{ 
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% works, He cauſeth the graſs to grow for the cattle, and herb for the 
ee ſervice of man.” Theſe ſelf-evident truths, acknowledged from 
age to age, and which ought the more to intereſt our affections, the 
more certainly they are aſcertained, are commonly paſſed over as 
trite remarks, and. but rarely reſt long | enough upory the mind to- 
enable us to define their import; much leſs to excite, as they juſtly. 
. ought, our gratitude and praiſe. Even the great Orb of light and 
life itſelf, diſplays it's majeſty and ſplendor to a regardleſs eye, only 
becauſe the bleſſing of it's influence is' day by day ſhed upon the 
world. 


To pry, with an unavailing, much more with an irreverent curioſity, 
into the counſels of God, to attempt, with a daring hand, to draw 
aſide the veil, that overſhadows the diſpenſations of the Almighty, is 
a conduct little adapted to the frailty, leſs to the ſinfulneſs of man. 
But it may, I truſt, be ſuppoſed without preſumption, that when God 
deranges the uſual order of his bounty, and beſtows, with a ſparing,. 
what is uſually given with a profuſe hand, —it may be amongſt his 
deſigns, the ſevereſt of which, we know, are tempered with wiſdom, . 
to draw our attention to theſe truths, ſo as to enforce religion and 
piety.— To teach us by his judgements, what we have refuſed. to 
learn by his mercies. | 


Be this as it may, -I truſt, the miracle ſuggeſted to our conſideration, 
by my text, may ſerve to enliven, by new circumſtances of repreſenta- 
tion, our obligations to God for daily ſood, and may recommend to 

| | : | bh 
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us that conduct, which our preſent afflictive circumſtances impetiouſly 
demand, and which, by a Prince equally diſtinguiſhed by his reverence 
for his God, and by his love for his People, we have juſt been enjoined 
to practice. It is an axiom , univerſally allowed, that ſecond cauſes 
detract not from the ſufficiency of the firſt; yet, to the reproach of 
the human underſtanding, they are apt to obſcure it. That a plen- 
tiful, or parſimonious, return of the seed ſown, is the conſequence of 
mild and propitious, or of untoward and uncongenial seaſons, is the 
univerſal language of Mankind, and were a language more harmleſs, 
were not the mind too often led to reſt here, - were it not by theſe 
mere inſtruments of an all- powerful Hand checked in its flight to 
heaven ; were it not by them prevented from ſoaring to that God 
to whom blight and mildew, hail and rain, fire and tempeſt, bow down 
and obey. In the miracle before us, our Lord acts without antermes | 
diate cauſes. He produces food by one effort of his creative Hand, 
and proves at once, to whom we owe it. | 


It appears that es thouſand Men, attracted by the doctrines and 
miracles of Chriſt, had gathered round him in the wilderneſs. An 
entire abſorption by thoſe momentous truths, that fell from his lips, 
had made them inattentive even to the urgent and neceffary demands of 
natural appetite, Hungering and thirſting only for more of his di- 
vine inſtruction, deſiring that bread only, which endureth to eternal 
life, they were ſo loſt in the perfection, as to forget the infirmity of 


nature. Elevated by the contemplation of spiritual bliſs, they were 


forgetful of the imbecility of our corporeal organs, and drew upon 
| | themſelves 
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themſelves that eye of Providence, which nothing can intercept ; 

which is not -leſs watchful, becauſe our faculties are aſleep. For by 
another Evangelift, we are told, that-Jeſus called his Diſciples unto 
t him, and faid, I have compaſſion on the Multitude, becauſe they 
te continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat, and I 
te will not ſend them away faſting, leſt they faint by the way. And 
* his Diſciples ſay unto him, whence ſheuld we have ſo much in 
«-in the wilderneſs, as to fill ſo great a” Multitude.” The place, 
where they were, was barren and fruitleſs; but He, who * openeth 
, his hand, and filleth all things living with plentearſneſs,” was there. 
He was there, in whom, and by whom all things were, and are created. 
All: furrounding Nature felt the preſence of Him, who maketh a 


8 * land barren for the wickedneſs of them, that dwell therein,” 


or, e again maketh the | wilderneſs a ſtanding water, and water 
« ſprings of a dry ground, that the righteous may plant them 
« vineyards to yield them fruits of increaſe.” All Nature felt the 
preſence of Him, who maketh the fields © multiply exceedingly, and 
0 ſuffereth not the cattle to decreaſe.” 'Five batley loaves and two 
{mall fiſhes, were all, that could be procured for this great Multitude. 
For theſe, our Saviour, ſhewing us, that we ought to be grateful for 
the leaſt of God's bounties,—for theſe; he gave thanks, and to enforce 
upon us the conviction, that gratitude to God for the leaſt, is the 
moſt immediate means of drawing down the greateſt of his favours, 
He inſtantly diſtributed to his ' Diſciples, and his Diſciples to the 
Multitude, and they did all eat and were filled. Dealt out by the 
. confiding and charitable ' hand of the Widow of "Zarephath, the 
&« barrel 


Co } 
er harrel of meal did not. waſte, nor the cruſe of oil fail,” which 
was to ſuſtain the Prophet © till the Lord ſhould fend rain upon the 
« earth.” Diſtributed by the hands of the Diſciples, believing and 
aſſured, that he, who gave was the Son of God, the “ five barley loaves, 
and the two ſinall fiſhes,” did not merely appeaſe, but fully ſatisfy, the- 
hunger of five thouſand men : They did all cat, and were filled, and: 
Jeſus “c ſaid unto his. Diſciples, © gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be loſt.” Independent of this earth, and of all its. 
produce, — He, wha i is the. Sovereign Lord of the Univerſe, did not 
diſdain to enjoin his Diſciples to gather up the fragments of that feaſt,. 
which his Suprcue power had inſtantaneouſly created, and could at 
pleaſure renew ; nor, ſhould the reaſon aſſigned eſcape our moſt ſerious 
regard, © that nothing be loſt,” It is then his pleaſure, to whom 
&« the world and its fulneſs belongeth, that every one ſhould apply the 
gifts He confers, to the uſeful purpoſes, for which they are intended. 
it is his will, declared by a direct precept to his own Diſciples, that 
he, who wasTzs any thing by profuſion or neglect, ſhall not be guilt- 
leſs. By producing this food, without the intervention of that law, 
which was the firſt judgement of God, upon fallen and ſinful man, 
that by the *<* ſweat of his brow, he ſhould eat his bread, our Saviour 
has taught us, upon whom we are dependent for our daily ſubſiſtence, 
by feeding five thouſand men, aſſembled, as we may ſuppoſe, from dif- 
ferent quarters of the ſurrounding country, he hath ſet us an example 


of the- moſt diffuſive charity, and, * 7 enjoining, that the 
3 very. 
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very fragments of this miraculous meal, ſhould be carefully collected 
and preſerved, He has given a ſtrict leſſon of frugality ; He hath demon- 


ſtrated, that charity and frugality are kindred virtues, aiding and 
aided by each other. | 


This ſingle miracle, therefore, of our Lord, furniſhes us more 
immediately and corre&ly, with a ſummary of thoſe duties, which 
the circumſtances of the times call upon us to perform, than any other 
portion of Scripture, that has hitherto occurred to my mind. For, 
my brethren, whatever may be the difficulties, with which we con- 
tend, or the ſufferings, we are called upon to ſuſtain, whether they 
ariſe, as I believe, immediately from the viſitation of God, or remotely, 
from his diſpleaſure exerciſed upon us, by the agency, or, as ſome have 
ſuſpect ed, by the avarice of man, ſtill our duty is the ſame. From 
whatever ſource the evil proceeds, the means of meeting it, and of 5 
finally averting it, are unchangeable and defined. They are what 
that paſſage of Scripture, which I have been unfolding to you, em- 
Phatically enforces at all times; with what additional emphaſis, in 
times like the preſent, let your own conſciences declare. They are, 
A SUBMISSIVE ACQUIESCENCE ON THE PART OF THE LOWER RANKS, A 


DIFFUSIVE CHARITY ON THE PART OF THE HIGHER, A ur co No- 
ur IN ALL, 


On theſe pointed duties hear re with attention, whilſt I enlarge. 


And 


17 


And you, my brethren, of the lower ranks, whoſe narrowed powers 
cramp the beſt energies of the ſoul, I mean not to mock your ſenſes, by 
holding up a fanciful picture of the immunities, which your ſtation 
claims, of exemptions from the ſolicitudes, which ambitious rank cre- 
ates, or from the pains and maladies generated by luxury and eaſe,—T 
mean not to extenuate your diſtreſs—I ſee and know, that want of 
clothing, and want of food, have their ſufferings, as certain, as dura- 
ble, and not leſs poignant, than the exceſs of either. Tam not ignorant, 
that ſevere labour has it's aches and pains, as well as inert indolence. 
I am conſcious, and I ſtrongly feel it, may all who have the power to 
aſſiſt, and relieve you, feel. it with me ! that thoſe awful chaſtiſements 
of God, wich which we are viſited, ' whilft they merely check the over- 
floyings of affluence, embarraſs your beſt exertions ; nay perhaps over- 
whelm you with difficulty and diſtreſs. But can being querulous, 
diſſatisfied, impatient, or dejected, either alleviate your bodily wants, 
or calm and gratify your minds? Will rebelling againſt the unfortunate 
circumſtances, that oppreſs you, ſet you above them? Has. Gad, any 
where in his holy word, informed you, that to murmur againſt his 
judgements, is the beſt means of averting them? On the contrary, are 
you not every where told, that, © bleſſed are the meek,” the contented 
and reſigned, that © they ſhall inherit the earth,” Did He, who was. 
the living bread ” repine, when he was required to faſt forty days, 
and forty nights in the deſart? Did He, who ( clothes the fields with 
« flowers, the world with robes, the whole globe with the canopy 


&« of heaven, did he, when ſtript naked, murmur? Did He, who 
B 2 reaches 
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da) out to the aggregate of the human race, the cup of elenden 
did He daſh from him, in reſentment, the gall and vinegar, though offered 
wich inſult, to his lips? The only inſtance of perfect innocence in 
human form, did He rebel againſt that legal and eſtabliſhed, though 
wicked and unjuſt authority, which numbered him with the tranſgreſ- 
ſors ? Even-in that hour, when nature, convulſed by his ſufferings, 
rent the temple, and ſhook the earth, when the ſun, appalled by his 
accumulated. diſtrefſes, hid himſelf in darkneſs, ſtill the bleſſed 
Jeſus; was actuated by no emotions, ſave thoſe of unſubdued meckneſs, 


and of pious peace, © Father, not my will, but thine, be dane, was 


the heaven-born ſentiment that engroſſed his ſoul. And why, to put 
the laſt ſtroke to a moſt finiſhed ,piture—a picture of ſubmiſſion, to 


10. the Will of Him, who is Supreme,—a picture of reſignation and 


content. Value it, or value it not, there is, ye poor diſtreſſed! there 
ig one advantage, attached to your condition; you may follow your 
Saviour in this leading virtue of his character, to a perfection, which, 

thoſe .in happier - circumſtances cannot reach.— And, following it to 
perfection, you will poſſeſs no vulgar wealth, —a ſoothed and quiet 
heart,—A grace will gleam through your ſouls, with a luſtre, which, 
the very ** blackneſs of darkneſs” 5 of fortuge cannot N 


But if, on the contrary, you are diſpoled, not only 'to 15 the 
real inconveniences of your condition, but permit diſcontent to generate 
a race of frightful phantoms,—hardſhips which do not exiſt ; if you 
Aicher fret againſt God himſelf, or murmur againſt thoſe, who, under 


. 
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God, are ſet over, for that which is good, —becauſe their laws do not, 
whereas, perhaps, they cannot relieveyou; can I then promiſe you inward; 
peace, to oppoſe to outward ſuffering ? Your own folly will aggravate 
the very evils you wiſh to redreſs. For, your impatience will a& 
upon your evils, your evils upon your impatience, till your mind will 
become the ſeat. of turbulence and diſorder. Inſtead of calmly apply- © 
ing itſelf, with an increaſed attention, to the purſuit of your calling, 
it may be driven to confuſion and deſpair ; may puſh you on, to ſeize, 
by diſgraceful violence, what, induſtry coolly exerted, might have 
honourably acquired ; and, what is the moſt important conſideration, 
will not only unfit you, for ſupplicating God's mercy, in the relief of 
your neceſſities, but render you, more and more, the objects of his 
correction. | 7 2 & rar 


I do not pretend to ſay, that there may not be ſome, amongſt your 
fellow-ſubjeQs, who, whilſt they merit the contempt of all, are entitled, 
in ſome degree, to your reſentment, Though I know of none, I do 
not ſay, that there are no inſtances, in which, avarice, ever wakeful to 
itſelf, may not have endeavoured to increaſe your preſent preſſures. 
But, granting this to be the caſe, granting that ſuch perſons, and ſuch 
crimes exiſt, and, that they ſtrongly call for puniſhment ; ſtill, this 
cannot juſtify the LAwWIESs hand, in an attempt to puniſh them. 
This were, in every ſenſe, to produce the greater evil, to correct the 
lefs. The very greedineſs of gain, which induces'the ſelfiſh man to fill 
his-ſtorchouſes with abundance, whilſt other repoſitories ſtand diſtin- . 

; | quithed 
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guiſhed only by defect, will, you may rely upon it, not fail in ity 


- uniform influence upon his heart, He will, therefore, in due time, deal 
out to you, and probably to your increaſed wants, thoſe hoards, which, 
the very attempt to ſeize, by unlawful means, would be ſure to deſtroy, 
Here reſts the imprudence of a conduct, to which I ſhould not, in this 
place, have adverted, could I have forgot what has ſo recently diſgraced 
different parts of our land. Here reſts it's 1MyrUDENCE,—It's cuir 
- ranks in a much higher ſcale. It begins with injuſtice, it may end with 
murder. The multitude, once fummoned, if it is even for the moſt 
trivial purpoſe, vehemence is ſure ro enſue, It is eaſy to rouſe the mind, 
it is difficult to ſay, when it may ſubſide. Therefore thoſe, who begin, 
with the moſt moderate, even, if poſſible, with innocent intentions, may 
ſoon be embarraſſed by the wicked views of others, nay, may forget 
" themſelves, and be led to actions, at which, their very ſoul ſtarts with 
horror. But alas ! it is too late to recede ; they have created a 
ftorm,—they are left to perifh with it, and, awful crime! it ſweeps 
off, perhaps, * who are reel and . with. 
_ | 


: Impreſſed with this repreſentation, too often realized in the hiſtory 
of the world, to be deemed impoſſible, be it your ſtudy and determina- 
tion, my brethren, ever * to be quiet, and to mind, only, «© your own: 
* buſineſs.”. Should there be ſome, and we truſt there are few, — 
very few in compariſon of the number, who ſincerely commiſerate 


(22 ) 


are anxious to relieve your diſtreſs, But ſhould there be ſome mercileſs 
men, who permit a regard for their own profit, to render them un- 
mindful of your wants; yet, ſuffer not their wickedneſs,” to rob you 
of your beſt, your almoſt only treaſure, -a harmle and inoffenſive 
heart, Leave them to the judgement of that God, to;whoſe will, whe- 
ther merciful or afflictiye, it is your happineſs, that you patiently ſtoop 
down. and obey. Vengeance is mine, I will repay, ſaith the Lord, 
and every where in See him whoa, de vours widows houſes,” 
and « grinds the face of the poor, eee the . 
Thich e itſelf has in ſtore. 


\ 


But it is not to the lower — only, that the miracle of my text, 
as it applies to times, in which, almoſt every paſſing day, diſplays 
in ſome ſtriking event, the interference of the hand of God, lt is 
not to the lower ranks only, that it affords inſt ruction. Ill would ic 
ſuit. with the duties of the higher, to behold their poor brethren, op- 
preſſed, but ſubmiſſiye, in want, but patient and reſigned, labouring 

day by day for a ſcanty ſubſiſtence, but unable to obtain à portion, 
adequate to the reſtoration of their exhauſted ſtrength, ſtruggling with 
difficulty, till worn out fpirits fink into depreſſion and diſeaſe,—IIl 
would it become the higher ranks, to look on, in ſuch times, with 
indifference, not to devote their whole exertions, to dedicate a liberal 
ſhare of their wealth, to the relief of ſuch neeeſſity and diſtreſs, 
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In proſperous days, hee peace and plenty ſmile around us, when 
the: ſons of misfortune are few, when want is baniſhed, into the 


unattractive haunts of idleneſs and vice, the man in eaſy circumſtances, 


may ſee ſo much happineſs around him, as almoſt to forget, chat he is 


more bleſſed by Providence, than his poorer neighbour. But in days, 


- dike thepreſent, he, whoſe affluence places him above thoſe difficulties, . 


with which he ſces many, as deſerving as himſelf, ſtruggling hard, and 
by which, ſome are almoſt hourly overcome, can have few of thoſe 


ſentiments; which ennoble the human ſoul, if he feels not the moſt 
impreſſive gratitude to that God, who has ſo diſtinguiſhed him ; if he 


| * EO one, v4 CN Abe. Ancien en man. 


Tou then, my EPO who are called upon, to be thus thankful; 
to the all-wiſe Diſpenſer of every fortune, for the preference of ſtation 
you enjoy, need I attract your attention, to that union of induſtry and 
indigence, alas ! ſo common, ſo calculated to excite pity, to provoke 
relief ? Need I draw ydur attention to a caſe too frequent, if you 
are not ſinfully abſorbed in ſelfiſhneſs, to have eſcaped your obſerva- 
tion, that of the poor man, whoſe daily labour, after the utmoſt he 
can do, is not equal to the expence of daily bread for him, and his 
family? Can you / conceive to yourſelves, a caſe more pitiable, than 
that of the parent, who, after having toiled the live- long day in hard- 
ſhip ; inſtead. of returning to the homely, but placid, ſeat of reſt; 
returns, to have his mind harrowed up with pains, compared to which, 


"ew moſt weariſome of bodily fatigues, are caſe and pleafure,—the 


cravings 


(19 


cravings of an infant race, added to the ſilent and uncomplaining hun- 
ger of a ſympathizing partner in diſtreſs, —all of which, it is denied, 
to the utmoſt exertion of his ſtrength, to ſatisfy? The tear of compaſ- 
ſion, may well ſtart in your eye, to cloud this ſcene of ſorrow. Think 
not, that by contributing liberally to relieve it, your ſubſtance will 
actually ſuffer diminution, or decreaſe, Like the loaves and fiſhes, in 
the hand of your Saviour, it will grow under the diſtribution, . and 
enrich you, with a more plentiful remainder. At leaſt, of this you are 
+ ſure, you will © lay up for yourſelves, a treaſure, . where ruſt aud 
<« moth doth not corrupt,” where, as ſoon may a * camel paſs through 
ic the cyec of a needle, as a rich man,” whoſe confidence is in riches, 
« enter,” —where, if you can be ſaid to have ſecured a poſſeſſion, 
there alone you muſt ſecure it. For to you, who relieve the diſtreſſed, 
and to the diſtreſſed, who are relieved by you, life is the ſame fleeting 
ſhadow. To borrow the impreſſive language, of a diſtinguiſhed pre- 
late,“ It is a torrent, that rolls away. The paſt, is no more, than 
« than a dream. The preſent, when you think you have faſt hold of 
ce jt, flips through your hands, and mingles with the paſt. Do not 
imagine, that the future will be of another quality. It will glide by, 
« with the ſame rapidity. You have ſeen the waves of the ocean, 
« preſſing each other to the ſhore, You then beheld an emblem of 
ce this your life. So crowd forwerd, days, months, and years. Yeta 
ce little while, yet a few moments, and all will be at an end.” Little 
will it then avail, whether one, or a thouſand acres, repleniſhed your 
barns, 
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barns, with their annual fruits of increaſe; Your ſouls will be required 
of you, and whether naked and deſtitute, they intreat, the © mountains 
« to fall” on them, and the © hills to cover ” them, or, whether they 
appear clothed, in the glorious attire of righteouſneſs and peace, will 
be the . diſtinction, the only concern. 


But I and laſtly, the injunction, with which, our Saviour cloſes 
the miracle of my text, has an aptitude to our preſent times, which 
applies itſelf to ALL,—to thoſe of few and precarious means, by 
neceſſity, to thoſe of more eaſy circumſtances, by prudence, to thoſe 
of affluent poſſeſſions, by charity. 

He, who was not only all-ſufficient in himſelf, but all powerful i in 
the aid and ſupport of others. He, who was the ſole fountain, that 
could never ceaſe to flow, the ſole owner of an abundance, which, 
neither time, nor numbers, could exhauſt —Even He, at the very 
moment, that an aſtoniſhed multitude, of five thouſand men, had drawn 
a bountiful repaſt, from his undiminiſhed ſtore, —Even He, —to 
prove, that the greateſt plenty, is no plea for waſte—inculcates, in 

the midſt of a miraculous profuſion, a maxim of œconomy: 
L Gather up,” ſays He, the fragments that remain, that nothing be 


« Joſt.” A maxim, to which every man, whatever may be his ſtation, 
in times like ours „is bound to attend. 


For thoſe, of narrower means, indeed, to deny themſelves, that ſuſ- . 
tenance, or comfort, which is reaſonably within their power, and which 
their real, and natural wants demand, were neither virtuous, nor wiſe ; 
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yet, to make poor circumſtances, ſtill poorer, by ſome idle gratification; 
by ſome paſſion for diverſion, by ſome pride of a filly diſtinction, is in 
every ſenſe wrong. To rob their families of neceſſaries, by an indulgence, 
in a habit, which, whilſt by a mere temporary flaſh of ſpirits, it ſeems to 
recruit the ſtrength, undermines the conſtitution, and deftroys the morals, 
is ſinful in a ſuperlative degree. And let them remember, that no one is 
bound, any more to reſtore, what their imprudence and vice has waſted, 
than, to give, what their diligence and frugality, might have ſupplied. 

Upon you, then, my Brethren, who are looking up to thoſe above 
you, with a claim, to which, I cruſt, they are ready to liſten, and the 
Juſtice of which, they are willing to allow,—Upon you, it is incumbent 
before you ſolicit that duty, which you think is due to you, from your 
ſuperiors, to enquire ſolemnly, whether you have performed the duties, 
which you owe to yourſelves. Whether you have been ſedulous and 
unremiſs, in earning an honeſt livelihood ; whether you. have been 
ceconomical and conſiderate, in the application of what you have 
earned. Above all, aſk your conſciences, and hear their reply, -with 
as much awful attention, as if it was given, as it one day muſt 
be, at the tribunal of God, whether you never expend, upon 
a baneful potion, what, might be the means of food and clothing. 
whether, you never. indulge, in a vicious exceſs, whilſt your children 
are crying for brea\l ? If you do, you cannot be an object of regard, 
to your ſuperiors, you cannot be an object of frizndſhip to your vir- 
tuous equals A curſe, upon the tongue of your offspring, would 


not become it; but bleſſing, natural as it is, you cannot expect, Lou 
CT. entail: 
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entail upon TKEM miſery, diſeaſe, and an early death, By a poiſon of 
your own adminiſtering, you ſink yourseLe into an untimely grave. 
May you find that mercy in heaven, all claim to which, your miſconduct 
has forfeited, on earth! 


To be-uniformly. ſparing, and never to ſpend to-day, becauſe the means 
happen to be in their power, what by a wise, nay, I will call it a pious - 
providence, might ſupply the neceſſities of to-morrow, (a practice, I 
fear, too common) is the extent of the precept of ceconomy, as it 
relates to the poor, and in this extent, it is a virtue, of the very firſt 
conſideration, due to God,—due to ſociety, and due to themſelves. 
I cannot too ſtrongly preſs.it upon.the conſcience. 


With thoſe, in the Tanks immediately above them, prudence will 
carry the precept farther. By them, ſome convenience muſt be 
abridged, ſome pleaſure muſt be abandoned, ſome expence muſt be 
curtailed, or the mere extraordinary demands for neceſſaries, at their 
preſent advanced price, muſt ſoon fink them into the loweſt claſs. 
Theſe I commit to the charge of worldly wiſdom. It is proper, how- 
ever, in this place, to remark, that in addition to every other act of 
ſelſ-denial, which prudence may require, parſimony in that article, 
Which is emphatically in ſcripture, denominated, * the ſtaff of life,” is 
become a religious duty, Neceſſary as this article is, to the ſupport and 
re- animation of nature, in all her indiſpenſible functions; to be entirely 
in want of it, muſt be, as great a temporal evil, as the human mind can 


3 

apprehend. It is this evil, with which the viſitation of God, in two 
ſucceſſively unfruitful ſeaſons, has threatened us.—lIt is this evil, which 
a reſtricted and moderated conſumption, early and generally adopted, it is 
[hoped may avert. Parſimony, therefore, in that ineſtimable article, and in 
every thing connected with it, is, in this light, an universAL HARIT Y. 
is, perhaps, the only act of charity, which you, who are barely raiſed 
into independent circumſtances, can at preſent practice; and being the 
only one, it muſt be more, and not le ſs, criminal, to overlook it. 


* 


But, with you of the higher ranks, to whom affluence daily furniſhes 
an abundance, which is almoſt inſeparable from waſte, the precept of 
of economy, on which I am ealarging, ſpreads itſelf into a wide field 
indeed. You are not only bound to ſpare, that, if poſſible, none may 
want ; but to deal out your ſuperfluities, that ſome may abound. 


We do not mean, that there are not many diſtinctions. attached to'tank, 
proper and neceſſary, and, which are ſo eſſential to the welfare of 
community, that they ſhould, at all times, and in all circumſtances, be 
kept up. We do not mean, that there is not a ſtyle of living, as in- 
diſpenſible, for the good order of ſociety, and as well defined, for the 
higher ranks, as for the lower. We do not mean, that there are not 
connected with affluence, many purſuits and gratifications, which, it is for 
the good of the labourer and mechanic, ſhould he indulged, and, to aban- 
don which, would be to add to the difficulties, we wiſh to remove. 
But, my brethren, there are reſtraints and arrangements, in domeſtic 
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economy, which, in the preſent exigencies of my country, I do not think 
it beneath the dignity of this place, to recommend; which are ſo neceſ. 
fary, not only for the comfort of the poor, but, perhaps, to keep the 
very bands of ſociety together, that, I am ſure, the ſhorteſt reflection, 
will not permit you to think yourſelves innocent, if you diſpenſe with. 
chem. be | 


** 


In plentiful times, when the multiplying hand of God, is fertile, to 
indulge in the free enjoyment of the bounties, he has given us, ſo far- 
as is compatible with the health of our bodies, and the ſoundneſs of our 
minds, is certainty not inconſiſtent with gratitude to Him, and may 
be inoffenſive to our brethren. But when, as at preſent, every exceſs 
of our's, muſt be derived out of another's want, it cannot require 
much argument, to preſs moderation, or even abſtinence, upon the 
benevolent mind. For, think you, you will be loſer, by fitting down 
to a leſs profuſe, or leſs expenſive table; if, when you riſe up, the ear” 
_ of the poor that ©© hears you, bleſs you“? Will you be leſs caſy, with 
an appeaſed, than a ſatiated appetite ; if “ the eye” of the poor, 
"when it „ ſees you, bear witneſs to you?“ Will “the bleſſing of him, 
% who was ready to periſh,” be no compenſation, on the ſcore of plea- 
ſure, for the want of the ſumptuous and waſteful entertainment? Will 
all the variety of diverſions and amuſements, be unprofitably exchanged, 
for the affecting, but ſimple, concert of © the widow's heart, that fings 
for joy? Believe it not! There is a pleaſure in relieving indi- 
| | | vidual 
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vidual diſtreſs, which no gratification of ſenſe can equal ; how far 


that pleaſure may be heightened, when he diſtreſs you are to relieve, 


ts general, I leave to your own feelings to decide. 


But, if an unneceſſary conſumption be become © almoſt, if not alto- 


« gether ”” ſinful, where ſhall I rank the guilt, of an idle, or a wilful 


waſte ? Can it be beneath the notice, even of the moſt afluent,—of - 


him, to whom this waſte, may be of the moſt trivial concern,—can it 
be beneath his notice, to make fuch domeſtic arrangements, as ſhall 
prevent any thing, but the mereſt crumbs, from falling from his table, 


and“ ſhall direct, cven thoſe crumbs, into ſome channel, for the relief 


of the poor,—can it be beneath his notice! He, of all men, is the 
moſt concerned, with the duty, and muſt be, the moſt —— to 


the guilt of neglecting it. 


I doubt not, but many, if not all, who hear me, and are in a ſtation, 
to admit of theſe arrangements, have made them, before this opportu- 
nity of urging their neceſſity, has occured. It will, however, be but 
of inadequate avail, that they are made, unleſs a ſtrict, and daily at- 
tention. be paid to their execution, and by thoſe more eſpecially, to 
whom their execution muſt be immediately committed, | 


+ That ſervants, ſhould not pay obedience to their maſters, in every 
thing, that is lawful, is directly contrary to a plain, and moſt poſitive 


precept 
See the fourth Resolution, in the Appendix. 
+ See the third Resolution. 
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of St. Paul. That Apoſtle ſays, and often repeats it, * ſervants obe 
your maſters in all things.” That there might be ſome acts of ſer- 
vitude, that might not be congenial to the common ſentiments of 
nature, but which, notwithſtanding, they. were bound to perform, the 
Apoſtle could eafily foreſee ; but that they ſhould oppoſe thoſe injunc-- 
tions, or-what is of equal, if not of worſe effect, by ſiniſter and ſecret 
means, render them abortive, which are to diffuſe good, which can 
have no object, but eminent charity, and diſintereſted virtue, and which 
cannot, in any point of view, interfere, either with their pleaſure, or 
their profits, was, I may venture to aſſert, a degree of wickedneſs, to 
which, he did not ſuppoſe, the human character would dare to aſpire. 
I truſt, there are few ſo abandoned, as to be ſo wicked. But, if there 
are any, I would have them w recollect, that though, at preſent, they 
are leſs affected, than any claſs of ſociety, by thoſe ſcourges, with 
which it has pleaſed God to afflict our land; yet he, who has ſent 
public, has private judgements in ſtore, and their * mountain ſtands 
< not ſo ſtrong,” as to be out of the reach of them. It may be his 
will to puniſh their hardneſs of heart,—their want of feeling for that 
diſtreſs, to the relief of which, “ a poor pittance of trouble, or of time, 
was, perhaps, all they were required' to contribute,—It May be his 
will, to puniſh their wickedneſs in this world, —It May be his will, 
that they ſhould deſcend into that ſtate of hunger and nakedneſs, 
which they have refuſed to pity. Let them recollect, that they are but 
one remove from it. It is not impoſſible, but this very fin, may 

| conſign 
See the fourth resolution, in the appendix. 
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eonſign them to it ; but if not, ſickneſs is a ready engine, in the hand of 


God, and may eaſily produce it. At any rate, the day is not diſtant, 

when all things ſhall be brought to judgement, and it becomes them, 
at leaſt, to reflect, whether, if inſtead of being humble, and ſenſible of 
their dependent ſtate, they have been thoughtleſs and inſolent; if, 
inſtead of being frugal and circumſpect, they have been careleſs and 
extravagant ; if, inſtead of being honeſt to their maſter's intereſt, they 
have been regardleſs of it themſelves, and have encouraged others to 
injure it; if, inſtead of being willing and attentive, they have been remiſs. 


and indolent ; if, inſtcad of being ſober and chaſte, they have been- 


given to licentiouſneſs and exceſs, Let them ſeriouſly reflect, and 


aſk themſelves, with trembling dread, whether they can ever hope to 


to hear that joyful ſalutation, applied to them, — Well done, good and 


&« faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful over a few things, I will 


e make thee ruler of many things, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 


Thus have I, my brethren, endeavoured, at a length, which ſupplicates ; 


your indulgence, to bring to your conſideration, thoſe-guties, different 
indeed in different ranks, but which require an unanimity in practice, 


if we would, with firmneſs, and with virtue, meet the exigencies of 


the day. I only add, that ſo to meet them, is not merely the ſureſt 
way of ſoftening our ſufferings, but of procuring our releaſe. For, if 
all the viſitations of God are intended, as both reaſon and ſcripture 
aſſure us they are, for the improvement of our virtue, or the correction 


of our. vice.— Then, to turn our murmurings and complaints, into 
D- a reſignation: 
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. reſignation and ſubmiſſion, our pride, and forgetfulneſs of God, into 
humility, and a ſenſe of our dependence upon Him, our folly and 
extravagance, into prudence aud circumſpection, our luxuries and ex- 


cetſſes, into temperance and charity; is to invoke à return of that 


protection and favor, which, , we may reaſonably hope, mercy and for- 
giveneſs will not deny. Let each of us, then, as if the load which op- 
preſſes the whole, was to be. removed by our ſingle and unaſſiſted 


_- ſtrength; —let each of us, put our hand freely to the work, and, whilſt 


t, 


we entreat and ſupplicate the great Huſbandman, that our © wilderneſs 
e may,” again © be) converted into a fruitful field, — our deſart 
may again bloſſom, as the roſe, let us not forget to implore, the 
1. of his grace, in the cultivation of the unprofitable ſoil of our hearts, 
that he may water them, with the heavenly dew of firm faith, and 
peaceful mercy, that he may weed out of them “ the thorns and briars 


; that choke the good ſeed,” that ſo, they may produce a fair and plen- 


teous harveſt of piety and good works here, and we may find our reward, 
« ſome thirty, ſome fifty, ſome a hundred fold,” in an eternal king- 


dom. 
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